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11.  Following  Embassy, s delivery  of  reftel  A demarche  in 
early  October,  Econoff  and  regional  environmental  hub  officer 
Sam  Kotis  met  with  the  Romanian  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
BSEC  coordinator,  Florica  Barbu  on  October  18.  Barbu 
delivered  a dipnote  formally  stating  Romania's  support  for 
the  U.S.  initiative  (text  below).  Barbu  recommended  that  we 
provide  details  of  our  proposal  in  order  for  BSEC  to  take  it 
up  in  a more  serious  way.  He  also  suggested  a procedural 
strategy:  that  we  submit  a formal  proposal  to  the  BSEC 
General  Secretariat  in  Istanbul  by  means  of  a note  verbale. 

The  member  states  passed  a resolution  in  April  at  the 
Bucharest  Ministerial  calling  for  increased  observer  state 
participation  (reftel  C).  Our  proposal,  coming  on  the  heels 
of  this  resolution,  would  be  hard  for  any  one  country  to 
dismiss  (i.e.  Russia). 

^2.  Barbu  commented  that  the  next  BSEC  country  chair,  Serbia, 
may  have  resource  issues  in  hosting  a workshop.  Serbia's 
agenda  as  chair  is  light  compared  to  its  predecessors 
(Romania  and  Russia) . The  country  would  likely  be  open  to 
outside  initiative.  Barbu  mentioned  that  Serbia  has 
approached  Romania  about  hosting  one  or  more  meetings  due  to 
its  resource  constraints . 

13.  BEGIN  TEXT  OF  DIPLOMATIC  NOTE: 

No.  5187 

The  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Romania  presents  its 
compliments  to  the  Embassy  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Bucharest  and  with  reference  to  the  Verbal  Note,  dated  3 
October  2006,  has  the  honor  to  inform  that  Romania  welcomes 
the  American  initiative  to  launch,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
15-th  Meeting  of  the  BSEC  Council  of  Ministers  of  Foreign 
Affairs  (Moscow,  1 November  2006),  a project  meant  to  enhance 
the  cooperation  in  the  field  of  environmental  protection. 

Such  a project,  with  a deadline  of  application  of  six 
months,  will  be  very  useful  for  the  BSEC  Member  States,  as  a 
special  input  coming  from  an  Observer  State,  and  particularly 
for  the  Republic  of  Serbia  in  its  endeavor  to  assure  a 
successful  Chairmanship  of  BSEC. 

The  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  would  like  to  confirm 
its  full  support  for  the  American  initiative  and  will  act, 
during  the  Ministerial  Meeting  in  Moscow,  for  the  adoption  of 
a resolution  favoring  implementation  of  this  project  in  the 
framework  of  BSEC. 


The  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Romania  avails 
itself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Embassy  of  the 
United  States  in  Bucharest  the  assurances  of  its  highest 
consideration . 


Bucharest,  17  October  2006 

The  Embassy  of  the  Unites  States  of  America 
Bucharest 

END  TEXT 


Taubman 


